Fourth Party Era

Although William Jennings
Bkyan, a Nebraska Democrat,
afiempted to merge the
Democratic Party with the
People’s Party in the
presidential elections of 1896,
he failed to amass enough
farmers and industrial labor
voters to win. The splitting of
votes between the People’s
Party and the Democrats
strengthened the Republican
Party. As economic issues
subsided in the late 1890s,
the regional bases of
Republicans and Democrats
intensified.

B FEDERALISTS

N
(9}
N
wo
o
W
=5

ARDING
OOLIDGE

32
5
i
>
i
7
o
o
&
w

T.ROOSEVELT
H

C

HOOVER

[l DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN

Fifth Party Era

The coalition of voters
supporting the New Deal
included southern
Democrats, Catholic
immigrants, blue collar
workers, and farmers.
Republicans maintained
support among business
owners and industrialists,
and strengthened their
regional support in the
Northeast and-Plains
states.
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Sixth Party Era

While there is much controversy
about whether we have entered
a new partisan era at all, and no
single critical election has
marked the realignment,
incremental changes have
occurred that are large and so
far long-lasting. A realigning
process has maqbilized African
Americans and other minorities
into the Democratic Party and
southern whites into the
Republican Party, creating a
greater consistency between
partisanship and ideological and
issue preferences. The current
era is characterized by a
narrowly divided nation, intense
party competition, and
increased gridlock in
government.
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